Protecting Native Habitats & Wildlife
Sustainability Objective:
Increase native habitat restoration
on County owned or managed
land.

Hawaiʻi can be a global example
in leveraging natural resources
against climate disruption
Hawai’i is consistently
ranked as the “Extinction
Capital of the World”

Policy Strategy
• Establish Habitat Overlay Districts. (6)
• Hawai‘i County shall require clustering of any
developments to avoid sensitive areas. (7)
• Maintain and restore native habitat on County owned or
managed lands. (8)
• Incentivize the planting of threatened and endangered
endemic plants species and the removal of invasive species
during development activities. (15, 16)

Action
• Coordinate a program to control
invasive vegetation and species,
particularly species that serve as
disease vectors on County-owned
property. (1.1, 1.2)

Native birds face a severe
crisis: nearly 50% of the 140
species of birds have been lost
Since the onset of human
arrival, Hawai‘i has lost almost
half of its native forest cover

Sustainability
Objective: Increase
percentage of forest and
woodland cover.
Policy Strategy
• Prioritize urban tree inventories for primary urban areas
such as Downtown Hilo, Waimea, and Kailua-Kona. (20)
• Include reforestation elements in community
development plans, special area plans, & community
conservation projects. (21)
• Promote & support programs for community
reforestation. (24)

Action
• Invest in public grounds by tree planting,
buffer conservation, & habitat restoration
(1.5)
• Conduct and maintain an urban forest
inventory of all trees on County lands. (1.6)

Protecting Coastal Resources: Coastal Habitat
Hawaii’s coastal habitats are unique
and provide ecological and practical
benefits, including hazard
protection and mitigation, scenic
beauty, and recreation
opportunities

Hawaii’s living reef ecosystem,
sometimes referred to as the
“rainforest” of the sea, has more
than 7,000 known species of
marine plants and animals

Sustainability Objective: Measure
coastal habitat to track potential habitat
gains/losses and study the effectiveness of
mitigation measures.

Policy Strategy
• Develop new minimum shoreline setbacks in
coordination with CDP recommendations and
based on developed criteria. (28)
• No new bulkheads, seawalls or other
hardened vertical shoreline structures shall
be permitted on unaltered shorelines. (29)
• Maintain a program for acquiring undisturbed
shoreline resource areas. (30)

Action
• Implement
education
programs and
actions to work
toward the
recovery of, monk
seals, whales, and
marine turtles, as
well as their
natural habitats.
(1.10)

Protecting Coastal Resources: Wetland Habitat
Sustainability Objective:
Increase protections and restoration
of wetland habitats.

Hawai’i is estimated to have lost 75%
of its pre-settlement, low elevation
wetlands
Hawai’i wetlands are culturally
significant and different from those
found in any other region of the
USA. They serve important functions
for native habitat, migratory birds,
and carbon storage

Policy Strategy
• No fill or structures shall be permitted in
wetlands. (36)
• Require minimum wetland setbacks of 50
feet to be maintained as an open space
buffer for development occurring adjacent
to all types of wetlands. (37)

Action

• Develop and implement regulations to
reduce disturbances to wetlands and
mitigate impacts of development to
wetlands. (39)

• Identify potential wetland restoration sites for
possible future acquisition. (1.13)

• Develop an Anchialine Pools Management Program.
(1.11)

Managing Streams & Watersheds
The Hawaiian
equivalent of a
watershed is the
ahupua‘a

Human activities on land, such as
agriculture and development, cause
a range of pollutants to enter our
streams and coastal waters

Sustainability
Objective:
Reduce impaired
inland and
marine waters.

Policy Strategy
• Lands necessary for the protection of watersheds,
water sources and water supplies shall be protected
and conserved. (41)
• Limit clearing and impervious surfaces for
developments located in identified priority
watershed areas. (43)
• Practice watershed protection in perpetuation of
ahupua’a principles. (45)
• Establish riparian protection areas around streams,
ponds, perennial springs, and all springs and
reservoirs serving as water supplies. (53)

Action
• Develop and implement watershed
management programs to reduce
runoff pollutant concentrations.
(1.14)
• Amend code to include riparian
protection areas. (1.15)
• Develop a Water Quality Monitoring
Program. (1.17)

Mitigating & Adapting to Hazards
The Island of Hawaiʻi has
experienced over 45 natural
disaster events since 1977,
including six damaging tsunamis

Sustainability Objective: Risks are
lowered using mitigation strategies.

Policy Strategy
• Reduce developments in identified
high risk hazard areas. (63)
• Drainage standards shall
incorporate cumulative upslope
development patterns. (65)
)

• Prioritize drainage and flood studies
for high risk urban areas. (64)
• Discourage infrastructure
investments in high risk hazard
areas and incentivize infrastructure
expenditures outside high risk
hazard areas. (71)
• Natural resources that provide
buffers from hazards are protected
and conserved. (77)

Action
• Adopt natural hazard overlay
zones and set appropriate
development conditions within
high risk zones. (1.30)
• Map existing & potential hazard
areas for consideration in long
term planning decisions. (1.32)
• Amend code to establish building
setbacks for inland cliffs. (1.35)

• Update the building code to
cost-effectively resist hazards,
including wind standards and
green building criteria for new
residential and commercial
development. (1.36)
• Establish guidelines for Adopta-Corridor Program for flood
corridors. (1.37)

Hawaiʻi County has the highest
social vulnerability ranking in the
State & is the least resilient,
according to the CDC

Sustainability Objective: Develop
pre-disaster and post-disaster plans to
increase resilience.

Policy Strategy
Action
• Develop and maintain a PostDisaster Redevelopment Plan.
(1.42)
• Prepare and Implement
Wildfire Protection and
Prevention Plans. (1.44)
• Develop Community-Specific
Hazard Mitigation Plans. (1.45)

• Ensure emergency response plans &
evacuation routes are adequate for
each community. (78, 79)
• Maintain shelter capacity and
condition records to ensure that
evacuation shelters are adequate. (80)
• All emergency response critical
facilities and communication systems
shall be designed and maintained to
be resilient and operational during
hazard events. (83)

Mitigating & Adapting to Climate Change
Power plants on Hawai’i Island
produced 509,665 metric tons of
greenhouse gas emissions (CO 2 )
in 2017

Statewide commuter statistics
show that over 66% of drivers
commute alone in a car & only
6.4% travel by public
transportation

Sustainability
Objective: Reduce
island-wide
greenhouse gas
emissions (GHGEs)
by at least 80% from
2005 levels by 2050.

In a warmer climate, people will
use more electricity for air
conditioning; the demand for
energy used for cooling is expected
to increase by up to 20%

Policy Strategy
• Prioritize energy efficient designs, energy efficient systems,
and waste reduction/reuse at County facilities. (94)
• Include the useful life of the infrastructure and the cost
savings related to reduced energy needs in Capital
improvement Projects. (95)
• Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by offering a range of
transportation choices. (98)

Action
• Adopt policies and
strategies across all
County departments
to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and
become more resilient
to climate change.
(1.72)

Hawai’i County has 4,550 acres of
land in the 3.2 Sea Level Rise
Exposure Area & could incur $430
million in economic losses
Statewide values for all structures
& land expected to be flooded by
SLR by year 2100 is over $19 billion

Sustainability
Objective:
Reduce
vulnerability to
Sea Level Rise
(SLR) for all
vulnerable
communities
and
infrastructure.

Policy Strategy

Action

• Implement a minimum sea Level rise assumption of 3.2 feet for
budgetary, land use, and other decision-making processes. (100)

• Conduct
detailed
vulnerability
mapping of
existing and
planned
infrastructure.
(1.73)

• Use accurate and up-to-date scientific predictions and observations
related to climate change impacts to guide adaptation policy and future
land use decisions. (101)
• Coordinate with agencies to monitor impacts specific to Hawai‘i County
due to its unique exposure to climate change and sea level rise impacts.
(104)

